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The cited references, either alone or in combination, fail to teach or suggest a particular person comparing unit 
comparing the user' s face-picture taken by the image pickup device with a face-picture of a particular person, 
who is characterized as of a special concern; and an authentication unit, when the degree of similarity is higher 
than the predetermined value, deciding whether or not the user's face-picture is identical with the face-picture of 
the user by a method stricter than the method used before, as recited in claim 2. Further, the cited references, 
either alone or in combination, fail to teach or suggest a particular person comparing unit comparing said user's 
face-picture taken by said image pickup unit with a stored face-picture of a person of interest, wherein the stored 
face-picture of the user is different from the stored face-picture of the person of interest, outputting as comparison 
result a degree of similarity therebetween, and deciding whether said degree of similarity is higher than a 
predetermined value; and an authentication unit, when said degree of similarity is higher than said predetermined 
value, determining whether or not said user's face-picture taken by the image pick-up unit is identical with the 
stored face-picture of the user by a first method, and when said degree to similarity is lower than said 
predetermined value, determining whether or not said user's face picture taken by the image pick-up unit is 
identical with the stored face picture of the user by a second method, the first method being different than the 
second method, as recited in claim 19. 
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This application will not be delayed from issue because of applicant's failure to submit a written record of this 
interview. Therefore, applicants' advised to file a statement of the substance of this interview (37 CFR 1.133(b)) 
as soon as possible. 



Applicant/Applicant's Representative Signature Examiner/SPE Signature 

Catherine M. Voisinet 



Typed/Printed Name of Applicant or Representative 
52,327 



Registration Number, if applicable 



Birch, Stewart, Kolasch & Birch, LLP 



2 



MSW/CMV/ta 



